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pyrltous strata and strata of coal-blende occur . . „ elec-
tricity must be continually manifested."
This remark was the birth of the electrical method
of prospecting for minerals. He concluded the lecture
with the paragraph: "Its slow and silent operations in
every part of the surface will probably be found more
immediately and importantly connected with the order and
economy of nature; and investigations on this subject can
hardly fail to enlighten our philosophical systems of the
earth; and may possibly place new powers within our
reach/'
The publication of Davy's first Bakerian Lecture established
permanently his status as a great scientist. His views were so
modern that they now seem to belong more to the twentieth
than to the nineteenth century. His famous competitor in
the development of electro-chemistry was Berzelius, who
entered the subject soon after him, and afterwards in some
directions developed it further. No one could have con-
sidered Davy's contribution more critically, and he said that
it was one of the most remarkable of all contributions to the
theory of chemistry. The impression made by Davy's
lecture was such that the Institute of France awarded him
a prize of three thousand francs, though England and
France were at war. This intelligent and courageous act
drew abuse on the Institute of France, and abuse on Davy
in England. Concerning this matter, he wrote to Poole:
"Some people say I ought not to accept this prize; and there
have been foolish paragraphs in the papers to that effect,
but if the two countries or governments are at war, the men
of science are not. That would, indeed, be a civil war of
the worst description; we should rather, through the
instrumentality of men of science, soften the asperities of
national hostility."
In 1807, when he was twenty-eight years old, he was
elected one of the three secretaries of the Royal Society.
Wollaston was the other ordinary secretary, and Young was
the foreign secretary. The foreign membership of the
Institute of France was restricted to eight persons, and the
three secretaries of the Royal Society were included among

